398                 The coming of the Mmordvides

Berengar I, captured the city of Tarragona, and so almost reached the
line of the Ebro, near its mouth; he thus secured the peaceful possession of
the territories to the north of the river, the former counties of Barcelona,
Manresa, Gerona, and others, as also of the region named Panades. The
rulers of Barcelona also increased their domains and feudal suzerainty
towards Roussillon and the country round Toulouse by means of family
ties resulting from their marriages.

The Muslim world was not unnaturally perturbed by the Christian
victories. The kings of the Andalusian Taifas were convinced that they
were powerless to stem the forces of the Castilians and Leonese. But the
spirit of nationality awoke in them, and also a feeling of responsibility
towards their people. Therefore, though not without hesitation, they
resolved to appeal for help to the nearest and most formidable Muslim
political power; this was the empire of the Murabitm Berbers (Almor&vides),
which extended over north-eastern Africa from Senegal to Algeria, and
which was ruled over at this time by Yusuf ibn Tashfm. The kings of
the Taifas were well aware of the danger they were incurring when they
invited a conqueror such as Ibn Tashfln to come to Spain. Mu^tamid
realised it better than any of the others, but the shame of being so
quickly driven out by the Christians decided them to send Ibn Tashfln an
embassy consisting of envoys from the Kings of Badajoz, Seville, Granada,
and Cordova.

Ibn TashfTn agreed to a clause binding him to respect the Spanish
possessions of his co-religionists, but demanded the town of Algeciras.
The ambassadors had no power to accede to this, and they received no
definite promise of the required assistance. But Ibn Tashfln did not wait
for a second invitation. As soon as the ambassadors had departed, he
set out for Spain, seized Algeciras, and continued his military advance as
far as Seville. The invasion of the Almor&vides had become an accom-
plished fact without the formality of a treaty, and the kings of the Taifas
were obliged to accept it. When Ibn Tashf In*s troops were reinforced
by the armies of the Kings of Seville, Mdlaga, Granada, Almeria, and
Badajoz, they constituted a formidable army. Alfonso bravely awaited
their onslaught. The encounter took place in the fields round Azagal
(Zalaca)near Badajoz, and the Christians were defeated with heavy losses
(October 1086).

The military consequences of this reverse were that the Castilians were
forced to retreat from the region of Valencia and to raise the siege of
Saragossa; but the Muslim offensive was not pushed forward, and gained
no advantage from the victory of ZaJaca, because Ibn Tashfin was sum-
moned from Spain to Africa by the death of his eldest son. Most of his
soldiers followed him, those who remained being under the command of
Mu'tamid. The Muslim attack became paralysed. The Christian troops
even succeeded in making some advance towards Murcia and Almeria,
and a Muslim expedition against the castle of Aledo failed.